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- Bamie Cox, who owns North Star Alr in Pickle Lake, Ontario,
emen Tom Brown and Jim McDonnell. Many fishermen fiy into the lake.

Call of wild

lures Iowan

By Lamny PorTeER
WORLD-HERAID CORRESPONDENT

NORTH CARIBOU LAEE, Ont. — A
paiir of loons Mloated past the dock, and an
early-morning smile spread across the
face of Reno Rodeghiero as he listened to
their haunting calls.

A ruffed grouse somewhere behind the

| cook shack began to beat its wings in a
. drum-like mating ritual. The wing beats

were slow at first, much like the chug-
ehug-chug of an ald steam locomotive as it

" #tarts to climb a steep grade. Then the
" wings beat faster and faster until they

were only blurs

A pair of Canada geese set up a clatter,

henking as they took to the air.

jero, who lives near Hudson,
lowa, drank in the sights and sounds as the
B2.000-acre North Woods lake stretched,
yawned and woke up. For 40 years, Rodeg-
hierc lived the corporate life as a John
Deere enginecer. He never took a flshing
yacation. Pluns for canoeing trips wete
put on hiold year after year. The outdoors
ealled, but he plugged his ears

Rodeghicro, 65, is now retired. When a
group of [riends invited Him to join them
on a f1y-in fishing trip to this northern On
tario lake, he heeded the call of the wild

*It has been 20 vears since | fished,” Ho-
deghlero said. “My fishing consisted of
drowning bait. And that wasn't all bad. It
was usually a family thing. | didn't catch
anything, but the tensions from [ife
seemed to melt away. But if you're not
catching anything, it"s really hard to get
enthused about fishing

Rodeghiero figured even he would be
ahle 1o catch a few fish during his week-
long stay on North Caribou. But the oppor-
tumity to caich fish wasn't why he ac-
cepted the invitation.

*This was a great opportunity for an ad-
venture,” Rodeghiero said. =1 finally real-
ized that if I don't start doing these things
now, I never will do them. When you're 20,
you're going to live forever. You don”t
have to do these things yet. But eventually
you realize that if you're going te experi
ence these things, you'd better get on the
stickand get going.”

Rodeghiero teamed with Al Schneider
of Hudson, an experienced angler who s
a retired John Deere engineer
Schneider ran the boar and taught Rodeg
hiero how to fish. But the rookie angler
hadarocky start.

“*The first northern pike Al cuught
weighed about 14 pounds,” Rodeghiero
said. “I metted it and brought it into the
boat. It started Mopping around, and Al
told me to grab it 1 looked down at that
fish, saw that mouth and those teeth and
‘anid, ‘There is no way I'm grabbing that
thing." That was the honest truth It's
funny now, but af the time 1 was embar.
rassed. 1 wouldn't grab that fish for any-
thing.”
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North Woods adventure

Qutfitter Rob Brodhagen |ives in Dryden.
Ontanio, and may be contacted by calling
BOT-937-6533 or by e-mail at

robsdpdrytel net

MNorth Carlbou Lake 15 100 miles north of
the small town of Pickle Lake in northem
Ontario. North Caribou can be reached only
by foat plane

It didn't take long for Rodeghiero toloss
his fear of handling big northerns. He
even caught a 41-incher, which likely was
a 20-pounder. But the walleye?

“Those darn walleye keep faring out
and want to jab you,” he said. “1 think the
walleye are more fun to catch than north-
erns. They're beauififul. You can see them
coming up in that clear water. Their
mouths are wide open, their fins are out,
their gills are flared. They're just monster
looking things. | got over my {ear of north-
erna that first day, but Latill fear walleye.”

Most anglers say that North Caribou s
the best walleye lake they have ever
fished. The average walleye is 21 inches
long. Although it is unusual to catch wall-
eye longer than 26 inches, the largest |
caught measured 28, inches

“It's the best walleye lake we've ever
seen,” said outfitter Rob Brodhagen of
Dryden, who has been operating fishing
camps throgghout Ontario for 35 years,”

Tom Brown of Shoreview, Minn., and
Jim MecDonnell of Royal, lowa, accompa-
nied me. We used jigs tipped with Berkley
Gulpand PowerBait to cateh our walleye

But we didn't have tunnel vision. The
walleye were plentiful and fun to catch,
but the hope of catching a lunker northern
often pried us off our walleye spots
MeDonnell, who celebrated his 70th birth-
day during the trip, celebrated by catch-
ing five northerns that were longer than
the magical 40-inch mark.

McDonnell's largest, which was just
over 42 inches, came on 8 guarter-ounce
jig and a 3-inch black Gulp grub in 15 feet
of water while he was fishing for walleye
The other four were caught in shallow wa-
ter on a 3-inch Northland Forage gold
SPOON

The fish cooperated even though it
snowed portions of three days and the tem-
perature one morming dipped into the
leens

“Why didn't | start domg these adven
tures earlier?” Rodeghiero said “Tha
really started to hit home. | would have
really had a great time if my son had been
up bere with me. 1 have been backpacking
with my son before, but he really would
have enjoyed this

“This is a doorway to other adventures
It was a wakeup call telling me to get these
adventures in while I'm still physically
able to do it I've got to make up for lost
fime because 1 didn't do these things
earlier in life.”
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Jim MecDonnell of Royal, lowa, holds a 41-4nch northem plke, one of flve trophy fish over 40 inches he caught during the trip.
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Reno Rodeghiero of Hudson, lowa,
enjoys his first Canada fishing trip
at age 65. At left, a black bear sits
in the gra=s near a highway south
of Pickle Lake.

“This was a great
opportunity for an
adventure. I finally
realized that if I
don't start doing
these things now, I
never will do them.”

Rene Revleghiere




